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MOTORING . COMPUTING , ACTIVITIES 


Thm 8tai>» 
Computer Clinic 

Software, hardware, bugs, 
viruses...you name it. 

Our experts will answer your 
Inquiries and 

problems. Write to:Computer 
Clinic, P. 0. Dox 9313, 
Amman. 
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Bookshop Blues I 

GOING TO your local bookshop can prove u>hi 
wrecking experience. The reason for this is that 
ply no computer magazines whatsoever, or to (kikbI 
there arc no new ones. On further inspection you teg*! 
that this is the case with all other types of magazianl 
supposed to arrive from abroad. 1 

Tlic problem goes back to the mail and how It'seftJ 
been suffering from the Gulf crisis. However itoij 
coming in though fluctuating greatly. The main cans J 
is that Royal Jordanians' flights have changed aodig 
reach their previous destinations. | 

So if you hnppcn to be one of those people wbonj 
ware by mail or who are fond of making mall onfen,£j 
your breath. Furthermore, if you arc counting on ywrtf 
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your breath. Furthermore, if you arc counting on yoffiJOrCian S 
receive all the latest software,oostponc that though eoctor 

By the time you read this, there might be newro#A ur sm 
your local bookshop's shelf and mail in your maifill 


things are beginning to go back to normal at the mom 
puler users who have been cut off for a couple ofmxA 
from the international computer scene, might be rife 
now, yet the situation was hardly practical. The probii 
to mind the importance of a Jordanian computer tofa 
it's own magazines, software and possibly hardware, W 
have focused more on developing the local market rA 
simply importing every computer product possible. 

It is true that Jordans computer experience is dill yea 
there arc some talented people out there who can do is 
about it. These need institutions to harbour and mouldt 
ents and provide them with whatever they may need* 
duce. Computer clubs have been around for somtti 
they mostly only provide basic computer courses andp 
at belter prices. Lately, development groups have begai 
pear with some rather impressive products. This, fa is 
Is definitely a step In the right direction. 

The country is going through a transitional period, fei 
change in die economic situation. We are enthusiastic^ 
future and we hope tho local computer mnrkot will getift 
of development. Let's see what we can do about it bn 
users, bearing in mind that goal of a Jordanian comp# 
try. ■ 
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s lost over 
1250 million as a 
ult of the Gulf 
nflict so far. 
w, the Ministry 
B Tourism, along 
th the private 
ctor, is trying 
K pick up the 
eces. It will 
dkke some time 
tourism to 
cover, say the 
;perts. But the 
“’Vain challenge 
&w is to 

4pmote Jordan's 
nstorical and 
ij&tural 
“fractions in 
rkets such as 
■eandanavia and 
T&rope. 
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University doctors postpone 
sit-in until Saturday 


By Hamdan AI Haj 
Star Staff Writer 

AFTER A week-long dispute, 
Jordan University Hospital resi¬ 
dent doctors and nurses have de¬ 
cided to suspend a planned 3- 
hour sit-in on Wednesday after 
lengthy negotiations between 
their committee and hospital 
management. The negotiations 
involved the minister of higher 
education, professional unions 
presidents and Lower House 
deputies. The Resident Doctors 
Committee of Jordan University 
Hospital has decided to postpone 
its planned sit-in to protest un¬ 


fair treatment by the hospital's 
management until Saturday. 

A committee spokesman told 
The Star that the urgent demands 
of the over 100 doctors and 400 
male and female nurses have to 
do with "mutual respect between 
resident doctors on one side and 
the management and tenured 
doctors on the other; the resump¬ 
tion of the full base line salary of 
JD 235 as well as paying the 
post-graduate fees; not to punish 
any of the resident doctors for 
their protest; the renewal of resi¬ 
dent doctors' contracts and re¬ 
sumption of free meals to doc¬ 
tors which were being offered 


for the last 20 years." 

The committee received prom¬ 
ises from Parliament members 
and professional unions, includ¬ 
ing Jordan Medical Association 
(JMA) president, to arrange for a 
meeting with the prime minister 
and with the president of the 
University of Jordan to hear the 
doctors' grievances. 

Despite all these interventions, 
the management of the hospital 
and tenured doctors refused to 
compromise and "continued to 
use ways to threaten and harass 
resident doctors," the source 
said. He added that the hospital's 
management sdll insists on car¬ 


rying its usual policy of pro¬ 
claiming that the hospital is fac¬ 
ing hard financial problems and 
is forced to take- measures to 
save money. The management 
has so far refused external inter¬ 
vention, but had not ruled out 
negotiations to end the dispute. 

According to committee 
spokesman, the problem began 
two years ago, when the hospi¬ 
tal's management began to re¬ 
duce salaries of resident doctors 
under the pretext of the financial 


paid a salary of JDfej 

m addition totted 


until the end of S 
programme. \ 

. N °w, he pointed on. 1 ' 
mg paid JD 175 wS 
increase while he *2* 
30 for his posiW 
grammes in additions 
fee of JD 12 for D^j 

Then, the ado* 
stopjxid offering fej 
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Total recovery by ’92 

Tourism industry makes a comeback 


“““r "y OI “to I manual doctors nVnTJ? 

difficulties that the country was dnv m ',u 7 n? ^ITTH THE tourist season just 
passing through. * doc {o«, ifo Un d the comer, the Ministry 

But, the committee spokesman f? Z 10 ? 1 * m Tourism, travel agents, hoteli- 


added, the management did not 
reduce the salaries of the rest of 
the medical staff, "especially 
those who were earning high sal¬ 
aries from the management 
members." 

The spokesman went on to say 
that a resident doctor was being 


discover Why One of the most Experienced 
Airlines Only Flies The Latest Aircraft. 

With over 25 years of experience, Royal Jordanian know the secret of air travel 

airrr;X J f rdanlan also kn ° w th atyou have to invest In the latest technology 
aircraft to stay ahead. Royaf Jordanian's Airbus A310 and A320, the most 

8 1 Cr ? ft , in thC WOr,d ’ pr ° Vlde you w!th the ul «mate In cabin comfort 
and technological excellence. mron 

It is only by insisting on the highest standards that you make the difference 
That is why Royal Jordanian have become difference. 

one of the world’s most dynamic carriers. ** ^yaijordanian 


during ihcir duty. rJ 

tors now pay at leujjlved in tourism arc working 
™ nI Jly * 0r meals intitjgether in order to set Jordan's 
and they are compkif^Wist industry back on the road 
treatment from recovery. The industry, which 
members and other hcSs suffered a cruel blow as a re- 
ployecs. ]dt of the Gulf crisis, desperate- 

"We tried to talk needs some kind of revival, 
agement to improve erfh® Ministry of Tourism's Secre¬ 
tions, but they refused|ry General, Mr Nasri Attallah, 
or to co-operate with B |vealed that "since August 
this problem" said ifcpSO. we have sustained a loss 
man. "We all am i $250 million, without using 
country is passingL# 6 . nuiUipIymg factor," In other 
cialdiffirX. iTOSpte. the figure does not in- 


By Helen Alayan Highway; 900 Years of Culture 

Special to The Star ana Ait in Jordan" will be held 

in Liverpool. The archaeology 
rH THE tourist season just exhibition, which has previously 
ind the comer, the Ministry toured France, Germany, Aus- 
rourism, travel agents, hoteli- tria, Japan and Singapore, offers 
and other parties directly in- the most attractive pieces of Jor- 
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man. "We all agree 
country is passing thm 
cial difficulties, and w 




byouTsclves" 1110 infr *sinicture built 

a • , Sound tourism, such as employ- 

tw Qi Cn ^ wh0 were given leave with- 

Thc Star that the nuriTt w# the foodstuff that was 

management target at kfiually sold to hotels and tourist 
is the survival of theGfensportation which has also 
ment and us message.' fcen badly hurt. 1 
"There is n serious \m. However, that is now all in the 
oil of JD 1.850 millifflfirasL, and with the tourist season 
about JD 325,000 were approaching, careful planning, 
food and beverages,' tofrenuous effort, enthusiasm and 
which declined to bem^temiination are required if pre- 
He said that it was A as set-backs are to be over- 
offer free meals to res®™ 5 ; , 

tors when "the hK$IH nforlunalel y- Jordan's impec- 
needs lo purchase mr^ b s of . st ? biu L y a .! d 

“Salaries will by. 1 "'* 

arc without nnv redual?? 01 dlstur bances m the region. 

2 “ndoubicdly has taken its 

■source said. Nor*j»*> n on , ouriail /» We ^ now 

«wrr f, llsmlsiBls or "Hieing a challenge; we have to 
' ... , -a.., Jr 0 ™ 00 the ou isi d e world that 

Wo treat resident is safe for tourists," Attal- 
our sons, he said. says. This will not be an easy 
them like colleagues- ft®jb, yet die utmost has to be 
iw it should be betweeii&hleved in order to help the in- 
imd students," jtonry get back on its feet. "The 


"Sularics will remain 
arc without any redued 
•source said. "Nor will 
any dismissals or redo 
staff." 

"Wo treat resident ito 
our sons," he said. 1 
them like colleagues, ft 
as it should be between 
nnd students." 


But the source w*r»Jtthole Middle East has been in- 




the protest Is to cotu 
compromise is to fee 
"This is not the only a 
country is facing," * 
said. 

He added that reside* 
are paid the same si 
those of the Ministry e 
doctors. "Ours gel betifri 
and a chance of having! 
perience."* 

Mother's Day* 
Ramadan lffr 
Amman Mart 

• March 21st, cele^l 
cr's Day at the \| 

Amman Mar- 
riott hotel 
and enjoy 

the most (|-^w§a 
spectacular wftSgl| 
Iftarin 
town. 

familylmd'lakefld'^ 
special offer whereof 
accompanied by a p®v“ 
will dine for free. Jj. 
For Reservations, Pl»r 
660100 Ext (4) 


care of and renovate mosaics. 
Attallah adds that in addition to 
an Italian contribution of 
$600,000 towards a project in 
Jerash, USAID has also given 
$600,000 to rebuild the Amman 
Citadel and restore the Temple 
of Hercules. The French have 
also promised technical assis¬ 
tance to preserve the coral reefs 
in the Gulf of Aqaba. 


. ••IK;'- 


pied; Egypt, Cyprus, Greece 
gj Israel have also lost touristi- 
Wy. But now they are all gat¬ 
ing back into the ball game to 

1 3 can get the tourists 
says. 

to believes that it will 
onger period of time to 
* toe Americans and 
jropeans like the French 
British to visit to Jordan 
of their direct involve- 
toe conflict. Therefore, 
icdiate focus will be on 
and marketing Jordan 
idinavian countries as 
n the Spanish and Italian 
• There is no denying 
tourist industry is (feeing 
rgency situation; hence 
1 to concentrate on coun¬ 
table , of giving some 
return as soon as possi- 
topefuUy, tourists will 
Wed flocking into the 
by October, 1991 ," At- 
eys. Tourism fairs and 
jnal material such as 
» in several languages, 
J. as television prip- 
a.areaHpartofaworId- 
fomotiort campaign the 
■ ** launching in an at- 
> attract the largest num- 
g¥«ts r possible. For ex- 
Majesty the Queen 
.^Pjcted to open an ex- 
•onJordan’s archaeology 
Mj.toly- In addition to 
«wbits in France, Spain 
jandlnavian countries, 

gsaes.'s 


dan's history, and is expected to of Hercules. The Frenc 
play a vital role in re- also promised technica 
establishing Jordan's touristic tance to preserve the coi 
status. in the Gidf of Aqaba. 

Recently, 
there has been 
an attempt to 
re-animate 
tourism by en¬ 
couraging Jor¬ 
danians to visit 
historical and 
archaeological 
sites in the 

Kingdom. “A 
dollar saved is 
a dollar 
earned," de¬ 
clares Attallah. 

Thus by en¬ 

couraging local 
tourism the 
money will re¬ 
main in the 

country instead 
of going 
abroad. 

Another way 
to boost tour¬ 
ism is to invite 
tour operators 
to the country 
in order to see 
for themselves 
what kind of 
country Jordan 
is and what 
kind of people 
the Jordanians 
actually arc, he 
says. Travel 
writers are very 
significant 
where tourism 
is concerned. 

"It is now the Waiting for the day the tourists return 
time to attract 



the right type 

of journalists to the country. Po¬ 
litical journalists who were here 
to cover the Gulf War haven't 
exactly painted a favourable pic¬ 
ture when referring to tourism, 
and that is why non-political 
writers are needed at tne mo¬ 
ment," Attallah asserts, 

Royal Jordanian, which is a 
member of a tourism consortium 
board founded in 1990 is co¬ 
operating with the ministry on 
this important matter. 

Certain projects such as hotel 
expansion have, not surprisingly, 
been shelved for the time being, 
but Attallah sees no reason why 
the private sector should not re¬ 
sume investment in such projects 
once tourism starts picking up 
again. There are also several te¬ 
st houses presently being built. 
For instance, in addition to an at¬ 
tractive rest house in UmQais, 
which will be ready in four 
months' time; another is being 
constructed in the beautiful area 
of Pella. 1 . 

Foreign technical and financial 
assistance is still flowing into 
Jordan, assures Attallah. "With 
the help of American and Italian 
aid, a couple of projects are 
coming up in Madaba and will 
be completed’in 1992." Madaba, 
famous for its third and fourth 
century mosaics, will be the site 
of a school for the. renovation of 
mosaics. The aim of this school 
will be to leach the locals to take 


Attallah is strongly convinced 
that one of Jordan's greatest 
touristic assets is its people. 
"Locals, especially those out In 
the villages, view foreign visi¬ 
tors as guests rather than a 
source of income or business," 
he says. In letters he has re¬ 
ceived from foreign visitors over 
the past years, there has been 
nothing but praise for the hospit¬ 
able Jordanian people, "and this 
can be considered an excellent 
credit for the country," The sec¬ 
retary general is confident that 
all obstacles will eventually be 
overcome, and has a positive 
view concerning Jordan's touris¬ 
tic future. 

Talking about the impact of 
the recent events on the hotel .' 
business is Mr Isam Dakkak, 
owner and director of the Am¬ 
bassador Hotel in Shmeisani. He 
explains that despite the fact that 
some hotels have been "luckier 
than others" where the occupan¬ 
cy'. rate is concerned, all hotels 
have, and still are suffering. ■. • 

. The occupancy rate which was 
around 40 per cent-45 per cent 
In 1990, has dropped this year ity 
some hotels to less than 10 per 
. cent Hotels such as the Jordan 
Intercontinental had a fantastic 
occupancy rate last year and this 
year because it was.the only ho¬ 
tel with a press center. Many 
foreign journalists; chose to stay < 
at' the Intercontinental, while 


other hotels struggled with bu- I 
reaucratic red-tape to geL the 
Ministry of Information to open 
press centers at their hotels. 

* However, once journalists 

leave, the occupancy rate is 
bound to drop,” Dakkak says. 
Even hotels in Aqaba that are 
usually booked one year in ad- i 
vance and frequently have an oc- j 
cupancy rate of 100 per cent, are i 
almost empty. 
Emergency I 

measures have 
been taken by 
many hotels in , 
order to cope , 
with present dif¬ 
ficulties. For ex¬ 
ample, staff have 
been reduced to \ 
a minimum and 
expenses have 
been cut. Reno- { 
vation plans , 
have been put on 
a halt, yet are . 
hoped to be re¬ 
sumed in the 
near future. One 
of the most ur¬ 
gent problems 
facing hotels at 
the moment is 
how to make 
ends meet. Mr 
Dakkak says that 
"running a hotel 
takes a large 
amount of mon¬ 
ey, and with lit¬ 
tle revenue it is 
getting more and 
more difficult." 

In the hope of 
overcoming this 
problem, the 
Hoteliers' Asso¬ 
ciation has sent a 
formal letter to 
the Ministry of 
Tourism request¬ 
ing the re¬ 
scheduling of 
loans incurred by 
the hotel industry and the reduc¬ 
tion of fixed costs such as water 
and electricity, in addition, to 
property tax. However, there has 
been no response by the ministry 
so far. 

About the future Mr Dakkak is 
uncertain. "I find it hard to be¬ 
lieve that matters will improve 
drastically in toe foreseeable fu¬ 
ture. On the other hand, it is dif¬ 
ficult to predict what is going to 
happen. We have to be ready for 
aUpossibililies," he stresses. Un- ■ 
fortunately, the negative effects 
of the war will remain for some 
.time even after the end of hostil¬ 
ities. The coming season does 
not look very encouraging, 
There have been no bookings for 
the coming months, yet Dakkak 
hopes that things will pick up in 
1992. Because supply is much 
higher than: demand at the 
present time, there is fierce com¬ 
petition between hotels; prices 
are being loweredagain and. 
again in an attempt to attract the . 
highest possible*'number of, cus* , 
tomers. 

; "1989 was ah excellent, year ■ 
for us and once Stability returns 
to the region k there is . ho reason: 
why Jordan's touristic ; industry 
will hot flourish'Once again/ 1 . 
Dakkaksaya. However, he.aigo 
emphasized the fact that is abso- / 
luiely essential that all sectors 
. . involved in tourism should fully, 
co-operate ih order to achieve ,' 


the aspired results. Intense sup¬ 
port and assistance is required 
from all those who can afford to 
give it. He mentions that as a 
part of the Ministry of Tourism's 
commendable efforts to help the 
hotel business, questionnaires ! 
have lately been distributed in 
order to asses the accurate 
amount of damage hotels have 
sustained. 

Mr Munir Nassar, owner of In¬ 
ternational Traders travel agency 
says his agency not only pro¬ 
vides travel services for business 
men in the country, but also pro¬ 
motes Jordan as a destination 
and handles tourist groups. 

He says that loss of revenue 
started with the beginning of the 
Gulf crisis in August of last year. 
"Through August 1990 and until 
March 1991 we have suffered 
the loss of about 98 per cent of 
the total business that usually 
comes to the country," he says. 
There has only been a "trickle" of 
tourists during that period. Ac¬ 
cording to his figures around 
400,000 people should have vis¬ 
ited the country during this peri¬ 
od. 

Mr Nassar believes that one* of 
the most urgent problems to deal 
with is to restore the confidence 
of tour operators and encourage 
them to re-activate programmes 
where Jordan is concerned. An¬ 
other problem has to do with the 
fact that because Jordanian pub¬ 
lic opinion has been supportive 
of Iraq, ihe West now conceives 
Jordanians as having strong ami- 
foreign sentiments. The United 
Kingdom market, in particular, 
shares this feeling. However, 
markets such as Austria, Germa¬ 
ny, Italy, Spain, and Scandinavia 
will be easier to penetrate. When 
asked about ways of promotion, 
Nassar replies that "u all boils 
down to one way and that is go¬ 
ing around and knocking on 
doors, telling people we are here, 
and convincing them that Jordan 
is a safe place to visit" Ideally if 
Jordan had Ihe financial means, 
such effons should be coupled 
with- a major marketing cam¬ 
paign. The Ministry of Tourism 
does not have the funds and can 
not be expected to help in ihis 
area. On the other hand, the min¬ 
istry's small marketing budget 
has been put under the control of 
the Tourism Marketing Board. 
This means (hat .the private sec-. 

' tor can now design a marketing ' 
strategy and spend the money 
wisely. 

As to the future, Nassar ex¬ 
pects that tourism will be revived 
by.next October. Apart from vis¬ 
iting places such as Aqaba and 
Petra, tourists.may be convinced 
to stay longer in Amman in order - 
to visit nearer locations like Urn 
Qais, Pella and Ajloun. He ad¬ 
mits, though, that each market 
has a certain pattern and it will 
be difficult to convince Italians 
who take a one week holiday in . 
' winter to extend their visit 
Nassar concludes that Jordan's 
fine reputation will give it an ad¬ 
vantage over neighbouring com¬ 
peting countries such as Israel 
; and Egypt: ."Jordan has always 
; been very hospitable, you always 
; hear stories from tourists of how 
. their taxi driver took them to his 
home and gave them dinner 
' without expecting a tip." ■ 
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CVOB urges local councils to 
get into productive projects 

tl„ T» ■ _ . i 1 «r I . _ 
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bank's policy is kW 

ihese hj 
hopes lhat ihe bato? 
are understood by M 
imd appreciated^* 
diouM be realistic in "5 
dK really needed 4 
services. T 


By Hamdan A1 Haj 

Siai Staff Writer 

The Director General of the Cit¬ 
ies and Villages Development 
Bank (CVDB), DrZuhair Khali- 
feh, is looking forward to the 
day when the bank he runs is 
aptly renamed the Jordan Devel¬ 
opment Bank, so that its services 
can cover the whole Kingdom 
and not be limited to certain 
parts of it. 

He says the country's strategy 
of economic development, from 
the bank's point of view, should 
divide the Kingdom into five 
equal regions; southern, Bad- 
dyya, western, northern and mid¬ 
dle regions. 

This,Dr Khalifch says, is the 
futuristic intentions of the banks' 
programmes, which emphasize 
on serving and developing Jor¬ 
dan as one unit. That is one of 
the recommendations that will 
be submitted soon to the con¬ 
cerned bodies. 

With symbolic restructuring of 
the duties of the bank and its ac- 
. hvities with concentration on de¬ 
velopment, productive projects, 
finding suitable means of bor¬ 
rowing and lending, the bank 
will be able to serve the whole 
country equally, in Dr Khalifeh's 
view. 

The bank started as a fund 
back in 1962 and was then re¬ 
structured into a full-fledged 
bank to serve Jordan's cities and 
municipalities in 1985. But to¬ 
day, according to Dr Khalifeh, 
many of the local authorities are 
facing financial problems be¬ 
cause of budgetary constraints 
and due to the ' burden of 
previous loans extended to them 
he bank. 

The councils, Dr Khalifeh 
adds, outstretched themselves by 
spending on infrastructure pro¬ 
jects well beyond their financial 
means. This created deficit prob¬ 
lems and hindered, their efforts to - 


serve the public. In the mean¬ 
time, councils have to come 
back to the bank to request addi¬ 
tional loans to cover their daily 
expenses. "This leads to new dif¬ 
ficulties because the bank can 
not offer new loans because of 
the financial status of these au¬ 
thorities," savs Dr Khalifeh. 

This led tne bank to consider 
the formulation of a new policy 
aimed at introducing fresh finan¬ 
cial resources to local authorities 
throughout the Kingdom. They 
include finding out the means 
and ways by which the local au¬ 
thorities can increase their local 
revenues, which are collected 
from the public, to honor their 
debts and meet their budgetary 
targets. 

The CVDB is studying con¬ 
venient ways for local councils 
to adopt "reasonable budgets and 
to organize their incomes and 
expenses in order to avoid defi¬ 
cits." The CVDB is also consid¬ 
ering the idea of how it can con¬ 
tinue to assist local councils to 
receive normal loans from the 
bank and from other financial in¬ 
stitutions, while they remain 
able to repay these loans within 
the appro ved policy of the bank. 

On the other hand, Dr Khalifeh 
Says, CVt)B is studying the pos¬ 
sibility of increasing the duration 
of loans extended as well as the 
interest rates on these loans 
while extending grace periods. 

The bank, whose board of di¬ 
rectors is composed of various 
government representatives, is 
considering the idea of establish¬ 
ing new productive projects 
within the boundaries . of the 
councils and municipalities to . 
enable them to finance proposed 
SMvices and repay their loans. 
This might help .in alleviating 
the chronic problem of unem¬ 
ployment in the Kingdom and in 
Stopping people from .leaving 
fheir villages and heading to cit-. 
les. "The bank is seeking ways 
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Dr Zuhair Khalifeh 

to convince those in the cities to 
go back to villages," Dr Khali¬ 
feh says. 

The lending policy of the bank 
allows the bank to finance new 
productive projects like setting 
up. vegetable markets, commer¬ 
cial centres, bus terminals in ad¬ 
dition to other money-generating 
projects of lhat nature. The 
bank's law entitles it to partici¬ 
pate in the capitals of such feasi¬ 
ble projects with the concerned 
councils. Loans extended to pro¬ 
ductive projects are not included 
in calculating the ratio of inter¬ 
est on the councils' other normal 
loans, "which will encourage 
councils to look forward to set 
up new projects in their territo¬ 


ries." 

Since it was established in 
1966, the bank was able to ex¬ 
tend loans worth JD 112 million 
to ail local authorities in the 
Kingdom. But during recent 
years, the bank witnessed a con¬ 
tinuous decline in the level of 
lending. For example, in 1982 
lending reached about JD 14 
million, but during the years 
from 1984 to 1989 the yearly av¬ 
erage was reduced to between 
JD 6 to JD 8 million. It was only 
JD 4 million in 1990. 

This decline, Dr Khalifeh 
says, reflects the financial diffi¬ 
culties the councils are facing. 
This in turn enabled the bank to 
practice, stronger and more ef¬ 
fective control over loan exten¬ 
sions. 

The councils' budgetary con¬ 
straints created problems for the 
bank, which it is trying to solve 
by locating new sources of fi¬ 
nancing. for new projects. The 
Ministry of Municipalities and 
Environmental Affairs, whose 
minister chairs CVDB's boaid of 
directors, approves the annual 
budgets of focal councils, in ac¬ 
cordance with the expected in¬ 
come and expenses of each 
council. 

But, Dr Khalifeh says, the 


Merchants call on CB J 
to amend measures 


t By Nasser Keilani finance the cash margins used 

Suit Staff Writer for imports. This has resulted in 

i . f , . a dr °p in quantity imported 

N A meeting called for by the by small importers, while the 

tinman Chamber of Commerce quantity imported by big import¬ 
ed held last Saturday at the ere increased, which kept the 

Jentral Bank of Jordan (CBJ) country's total imports at about 

Mohammad Asfour, presi- the same levels, 
ant of the chamber, said that Mr Asfour said that the CBJ 
pme Central Bank laws and allowed exporters to keep only 

measures should be replaced by ten per cent of the value of ex- 
6 W measures that encourage the ports letters of credit coming to 
nvate sector to revitalize its his behalf. Furthermore, export- 

. . . ers are requested to sell the re- 

. Cash margin required when mainder to banks and financial 
pentng letters of credit (L/Cs), institution for JDs . Mr Asfour 
fhtch currently is 15 per cent on added that this particular proce- 
ems like food and medicine, dure increases the cost of ex- 
IT material for local industry, pons, wh i c h will affect the com- 
Bhislnal equipment and spare pelitive edge of the Jordanian 
)ds, and all material used in products. He called on the CBJ 
pvemmenl projects and con- to increase the margin from 10 
acts. As to goods not included to 30 per cent. 

[ the above category, a 50 per Mr Asfour referred to the 
ait cash margin is requested, problem of cheques drawn on 
Asfour said that the purpose foreign banks, where local bank 
f SO per cent margin is id limit ask depositors to sign a special 

SMS* imP ° rtS - form slalin * thal * e depositor 

SI *■“!? ™ e “ ures waiver all right of holding the 

i ? 06 i? 1 ? ° f ‘I 1 ?" bank responsible for the loss or 
Erfw V<S e f dded J 131 U ? !S die theft of the cheques. "This is 

!*f an unacceptable measure in to- 
day's banking world," Mr Asfour 
}port of goods, but only limited said. He added that banks also 

6 , 8 mSfme?rhn m f >0rterS ' r? nly charge one per 88 commis- 
t o£B 2 ?; sion when forei g n currency with- 

it affect th* SSJmf a *“ P ffc dld d™*® 1 * made - «like pun- 
d ° n 01086 is 5 ing “h* one b&caus * he has 
Mr .. . . . a foreign currency cheque." 

«Jn^hVh d Mr Asfour called on banks to 

* t** WaS aUended b y show some flexibility during the 

iporters thafthMiUSh’ m ° StJy currcnt unfavorable economic 
afls accnnntB Ip? k.^.u °^ er " conditions, stressing that many 

ink at 20 of ^ morl gagcd assets arc 

sdit worlh morc dian the value of the 

^ ndcd b £.d* loans. He said that the Gulf cri- 

rSS’ r r . sis has affectcd mafl y business- 

urces the B ? n S mcn - which madc lhem “"able to 

n he ? mect lheir nnancial obligations 
l banned merchSi? 6 ? Bank because of external circumstanc- 
0rm US ' cs bey 0 ^ dicir control. 

I these overdraft accounts to CBJ Governor Dr Mohammad 

rooking for new markets 

* 

fttlnued from page 4 needed now, in Mr AJ Aiami's 

L ' view, is for these banks to re- 

resume exporting these prod- schedule these loans or extend 
f to Jordan, Mr A1 Alami the grace periods. 1 ' Fortunately, 

& . . ICA was not affected as other in- 

r holi - 1 * , 0 dur ing his ca- dustrial companies, although it 

tiHnf?• wo , rked with different paid higher interest rates on its 
jdnauonal companies, said loans. 

of production dur- A1 Alami, who expects a boom 
Me nmr cnsis . had increased for Jordanian industry in 1991, 
am.tonh utargins decreased, added that the company did not 
m . oul bank lay off any of its 400 employees 

[> - ■ ^^crisis erupted, nor did it introduce wage reduc- 

icial cS S1S ^u - fi- lions. "At the same time we did 

lltflH S 8 ’ wIuc h icd to de- not increase product prices in the 

P bank payments." What is local markets," he said. ■ 


ICA: Looking for new 
markets, not alternative ones 


By Nasser Keilani 

Star Staff Writer 


wmtisxNg <93), 

AIR-SEaLandL, Iljp^^ 


Commor- 

• u®? c - ulluraJ Co * < ICA ). es- 
tebhshed iq 1962, is'today con- 

si^ed the number one 

Jordanian company in manufac¬ 
turing various consumer prod- 

52.“^ is "umber ten in terms 
of its size and production capaci- 

With a capita 1 ofJD 5 million. 
1LA operates seven factories 
producing ^detergents, which 

SS *2 ^ cent of ICA's. 
total production, soap , eosmet- ■ 

^ 2 * p6ste ' sham ’ 

S??'^ powder and shaving 

c re a m v i n addition to food oroS 


insufwnce • 
CLEARANCE & 

.tRANSit formalities 









ucts like ic= cream and wS! 

: gitearA 

dustrial oily mRuseifa. ' 

■ICA’s General Director Mr Ya- 
; biya .iU Alami told The Siar th!t 
vmile hts company has a consid- 
,SSS, share in the ; Jordanian 
tofo cus on 
* A 's fectories 
'■ ; ; i 10 ,^° 20 dmes more 

tiianthelocal marketcan absorb. 

- MLA1, Alsou estimates that ek- 
-v P°ris make up 4 Q pe r cent of the 
(Ucompany’s totalwhtoh 
: ^: Jdi ° million fa 

1 ' said that Iraq re- 


affected the flow or raw materi¬ 
als. He expressed his hope that 
exporters will be able to regain 
n!j£- uilf mari^cis, now that the 
Gulf War has stopped. "We have 
to look for new markets, not al¬ 
ternative ones," Mr A1 Alami 
said. 

Jordanian manufacturers face 
toe Challenge of developing 
high-quality products for export 
to international markets, at the 
same time they should not ne¬ 
glect the local market where they 
face competition from imported 
.quality products. "The Jordanian 
consumer hds developed a high 
taste for quality," Mr A! Alami 
said. They want to buy Jordani- 
an products, but at the same time • 
they demand and expect Jordani- 
an products to be of high quali- 

M Alami * who has a de¬ 
gree. in food processing engi- 
ueunng.xonfirmed that the Gulf 

crisis had created production and 

d ^, v ^ de ^ys because of short- 
in som^ raw material. Still 

to meet 

to local obligations. because it 

S K ™ c ™S‘° because of 
,>uie UN embargo against Iraa 

.which is lGA’s main export mar¬ 
gin the posKJulf war, Jordanl- 
r. au exporters are now focusing on 
reclaiming t^ditional nrarte 
I new ones. ICA is 


3 Soviet mar. 


-i. 


Dr Khalifeh saysn* By Nasser Keilani 
whose capital k ™ Sm Slaff Wnler 

lion^n meeting called for by the 

n number of new 0 «f i ™2S* mnian Chamb f Commerce 
? thcindmtetpurnffifd held 1351 Saturda y at die 
al financial reMiS ^^ 1 Bank of Jordan ( CBJ ) 
councils. The bank is Mohammad Asfour, presi- 
J: ing legal ways to J? nt of the chamber, said that 
" scheme. From the bacf#m e Central Bank laws and 
2 is always easier to offyjeasurcs should be replaced by 
* larger communities, Ua»w measures that encourage the 
s smaller ones. "It is rswfivate sector to revitalize its 
tive to have combined« pie. 

n tics to offer sufficient ssi. Cash margin required when 

y JUfii “d ffrening letters of credit (L/Cs), 

h °k K {j al L feh rfiich currently is 15 per cent on 

k lil® food and medicine. 

. Sn b lhe coni^y for local i " dustI >- 

, co make use^™ ! i |l llstnal J T p,nenl ^ nd spare 
providing the councils tE* 8 ’ and a malcr,al used in 
. amounts of money rf vemmenl Projects and con- 
them to alleviate unerf ctSl As 10 soods not included 
and organise their woftf ^ flbove category, a 50 per 
. The aims of the badfe 11 margin is requested. 

' categorized as supjxriJ? Asfour said that the purpose 
' jeets of the local autk® 50 per cent margin is to limit 
secure basic services kIM control the flow of imports, 
the public and the padrat he said that these measures 
of die public in the dewffllly affected one third of im- 
of their municipalities adRqed goods. He added that this 
ctis, according to Dr Mteasure had failed to achieve its 
TJ?® bujJ ft.c™ because it did not limit the 

or credit facilities to amport of goods, but only limited 

SlivM iSS^ Sf nun i|» r of importers. "Only 

vic^ svf^ te S he 2 erC "Cr re ef ^-H 
ih.local d ' e 

fiported goods.” 

As four said during the 
which was attended by 
jpuanian businessmen, mostly 
jTJPIlporters, that the limit on over- 
HT : * .1 P fls accounts set by the Central 
JUC at 20 cent of ibe total 
< fcfasBt| e 7 - facilities extended by the 
“Ulor, was not working, 
according to Central Bank 
[i^Hj^^K^SA^wUrces, the limit has reached 

cenu The Central Bank 
w ned merc hants form us- 
Er diese overdraft accounts to 

MrYahlyaAlAtotif\ mm - 

n.l trade through biMfc°Okllig for 11 
protocols, ICA has «■ 4| 
through the protocol sivjgtitlnued from page 4 
ing directly to republijy \ . 
pnvate companies. J! lJ _*p sum J exporting these prod- 
union has accepted injflig lo Jordan," Mr A1 A in m l 
to take Jordanian A7 

payments of loans ittojw 1 Ammi, who during his ca- 
ed to Jordan. "TiHi JK Mo worked with different 
done In 1990/ MrJ^ffitiuational companies, said 
said. "But current eccrofliif. |fie cost 5 0 f production dur- 
ficulties In the Sovw Kiue Gulf crisis had increased 
have hampered dwj-W® Profit margins decreased, 
mente. Wearowaiun^^EjUj^eturers took out bank 
to clear up (In Ihe Sowig« oetore the crisis erupted, 
especially lhat il J^ SIS affected their fi- 

market for Jordanian pWr" status, which led to de- 
Mr M ^Alami, wtofe®™ payments." What is 

the business for 25 
that there arc other wjjj 
Irate new markets 

agreements, where'Jtw gg;. • • 

said that die EuropeJim, US DEM 

ni^ ffiC) market mo. 6J7I16 ' 9,1/8 

one for Jordanian ®o. 6.7/16 9.1/8 

can compete in’ pn^jjK- i U 0; iSHt 9 . 1 / 4 . 

other hand, Jordanian, jjg too. 6 .I 5 /I 6 9.1/4 

can compete, but wR/year 6.15/16 9 . 1/4 
stress on quality befawj^terbank rates fJordan)- 
mere look for quahtj j'^aying accounts 8 %. Call accoi 
maHcets 1 ,, lKJsai^ g .50 %,2 months S”? 


Sai'd A1 Nabulsi said during the 
meeting that foreign currency re¬ 
serves were now at their highest 
level ever and the financial situa¬ 
tion for Jordan is solid. He at- 
tributed this accomplishment to 
increase in foreign aid and the 
reduction of imports coupled 
with the suspension of debt re¬ 
payments. 

He commented on the required 
cash margins on letters of credit 
by saying that the CBJ aimed 
from this measure to discourage 
imports. He said it contributed 
enormously in controlling the 
level of imports. Dr A1 Nabulsi 
added that he looked forward to 
abolishing the cash margin limits 
in the near future. He said that 
over draft accounts, which are 
the preferred method for lending, 
have proven to be the worst way 
of lending on the long run, be¬ 
cause borrowers do not feel that 
they are in debt, and it takes a 
long time to repay their loans. 
Dr A1 Nabulsi said that these 
kinds of accounts have a high 
percentage of inactivity in the 
whole banking system, and he 
estimated that about 50 per cent 
of these accounts could be con¬ 
sidered doubLful debts. 

The Governor said that the 
biggest achievement for export¬ 
ers is the stability of the ex¬ 
change rate of the dinar, which 
was the main obstacle for ex¬ 
ports. He added lhat the CBJ can 
not allow exporters or others to 
hold foreign currency because 
"this will dollarize the econo¬ 
my". He added Lhat the CBJ in¬ 
tends to cancel export manifest. 

Dr A1 Nabulsi said that the 
CBJ is giving facilities to banks 
greater than ever, and is interfer¬ 
ing in the slightest way. He add¬ 
ed thal three fourths of interest 
rates are not floated. He gave the 
example of loans for exports 
which are entitled for a 5 per 
cent discount, and other special¬ 
ized loans like housing and so 
fourth, which is one subject on 
which the CBJ does not agree 
with International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). M 


7- www naa increased 
P jrofit margins decreased, 
gnufacturers took oul bank 
Kh . . 139 crisis enroted, 
|L , ? nsB affected their fi- 
H lS?- which led to de- 
pa bank payments." What is 
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■ Ministry of Finance 
sources have said that a 
review is underway of 
Income Tax and Invest¬ 
ment Encouragement 
laws, in order to com¬ 
bine the economic, fi¬ 
nancial and social aims of both laws. The review also 
amis at restructuring the tax load so as to allow the In¬ 
come Tax Dept, to inspect, under special guarantees, 
bank records and to allow it to publish tax violations. 

■ The government is studying the possibility of giving 
priority to diesel instead of gasoline vehicles when pur¬ 
chasing new vehicles by various government ministries. 

■ Contacts are under way between Jordanian and Irani¬ 
an authorities aiming at setting up joint projects in in¬ 
dustrial and agricultural fields m addition to opening the 
door to Jordan's contracting sector to handle construc¬ 
tion projects in Iran. 

■ The government’s purchasing law has been amended 
to allow the council of ministers, following a recommen¬ 
dation by any minister, to set up a ministerial committee 
of three members to review and approve purchases of 
special importance as specified by the cabinet. The mini- 
stenal committee will also specify ways of purchase while 
its decisions are subject to cabinet endorsement. 

■ The cabinet has approved the Aqaba Regional Author¬ 
ity (ARA) budget for this year totalling JD 12 million. 

■ Prime Minister Mudar Badran has requested the Min¬ 
istry of Agriculture and Royal Jordanian (RJ) to jointly 
set up a refrigerated warehouse at Queen Alia Interna¬ 
tional Airport (QAIA) to store fruits and vegetable des¬ 
tined for exports in order to prevent damages to these 
products. 

■ The government has decided to purchase oil by prod¬ 
ucts from international companies. Meanwhile Jordanian 
oil tanker A1 Azraq will be leaving Aqaba for Yemen 
next Saturday to bring back its second oil shipment of 
around 100,000 tons. 


■ The cabinet has approved the but 
vestment Corp. (JIC) estimated at 
deficit of JD 9 million. 


the budget of the Jordan In- 
ated at JD 27 million with a 


■ A Royal Decree was issued Monday endorsing a loan 
agreement signed between the Jordanian and French 
governments. Under the terms of the agreement Ihe 
French government will provide Jordan with a loan 
amounting to 100 million French francs to finance buying 
French goods and services. 
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Jalal Rifa'i/Ad-Dus tour 


Our Say.... 


Gulf crisis continues 

SSSt: backZ i L^ ing by vicious 

to deal with the aftermath nfl* s “PP? rt > while Kuwait fails 

chv. Fnr ihn rranje c—. P a ^ 0n a^d slips into a state of anar- 


political disarray. Stating war ’ economic paralysis and 

ca's prcwrastinadon^Suding Ira ^ “ 

ARied forces continue to nrr™ s . of a fi _ naI cease-fire while 


I iuiues continue to occudv over i^r ';T .^" mc wn,ie 

at destabilizing the Iraqi leaderehin^nH^/ “'l 1 of Ira( 3 | territory aims 

countiy and sets it on the long toad ofn 2 m« US Cfforts t0 rcunite the 
War era. ong raad of rc constraction in the post-Gulf 

c ^nme6 Se drtSora^heal^aiS^fof^no i !jf? pendent rc P°rts have 
ed Nations is still dragging iS ^1°°? Coriditions in ^q, the Unit- 
of lifting sanctions especially where food T ^ a 2 P r eSSUre ’ in the issqe 
International humanitarian organizato™!^ medlcines are concerned, 
station could spread in Ira^ in feTweew fir^ ^ cpidemics and 
atlon does not take place immediatplv rhZli ^ lf ? ma J° r ^cue opcr- 
lsbed m » aimless hope of drivingtto^toSSn ° fIra ? are 1301118 P un " 
ami topple the Iraqi leadership The coniimiS A?r S S lheir 2° vemm cnf 
the support they indirectly extend tn^h?S d Alhed P^ence in Iraq, 
tons they continue to impose on haa ftr^^H thC h T umiliat ing condi- 
Secunty Council resolution it j s I dlll? my UN mand ate and 
have nothing to do with resn^rint, , grace . fuI conspiracy whose aims 
UN charter. m ^pecdng international law or upholding the 

. hames^°wavM^fNation f C / Vil in Kuwait has led to un 

Palestinians an TSSS^lE ^Kuwaitis, especially 
with the Iraqis during occupation Offirlaf 3 US 118(1 collaborated 

scores of Palestinians 1 hSbSfSiiSS ® 1 * 1 reports have confirmed that 
Without trial. Most of thew* rHm arrested, tortured and executed 

Kuwaiti indiviSs arov ^ ^ l*n c7rried o“ b1 

■ 

place under the eyes of America bhhT'S and “P^ons aretalcinu 

■■^sstwSSsBrrisaasr 

fePe future of ■* w showd °'«i in the G Z- 

; AVif-lhesecurity and stability ofKffi by Its ““ttboun must 
-wirf bmo ’^ sa ncHons and <« to-be restored! 

§g^Mg : 


Looking for new kjj 
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IF LEADING 
Palestinian acti¬ 
vists in the oc¬ 
cupied territo¬ 
ries were 

looking for 
"linkage" be¬ 
tween the Iraqi 

T>c “ *7 consUBl nuskln. of [he many 

one visiting for- meeting art5 ‘ ^ flc ^ ^ as been ii^ajBmictural cracks leading in turn to frus- 

Clgn minister .if- “ Mllnn All hivvc fnr imnrnupmuni nr 


The new Arab Order 

A challenge for a better Arab world 


By Izzat Dajani 


Middle East 


cign minister af- * [rating all hopes for "improvement or 

ter another. measured advancement. 

Meetings with the minister of Italy the found ■ - ;l ironically, many of the nations that have 

Netherlands and Luxembourg the IK ° an f f noen,h usiasmforil»Plomanaged to develop and assume political 
Canada and Spain are clearly seen as the nniwh ^ h Pr H m *. whal *»*W economic P° wer ha d suffered military 
beginning of a frenzied swirl of dinln.n.. i,? r ;?V lho , PalcsLinian ^ # feals associated with massive physical 

ic activity to settle S PalcstinS Si’ in*? “ ?!“*■" ** PateSd social destruction including Germany, 
lion. Palestinian ques- c l out to Baker that horaq&an, Italy and some of the /Sian Tigers 

Has this attention thrown nn nla ? 1x1 w *fh Arafat 'n|ke Korea, to name a few. Military de- 

Palestinian ideas? Not vet P any ncw cr,s uscd 10 embrace Sadd^M&te bad contributed dramatically to eco- 

"A lot of ideas are being thrown ■imn.ui who S Up ? J* 10 ? PP Utical an d s ocial successes of 

but last week was Baker^ u/PnkV /*! 1 V' ,? ? 1,1 s P cnlt for thePakipse nauons, as inadequacies were sen- 

had time to sit and work nnh.»°.k* y Uilkc - sa,d ^ PL0 maSt^y addressed in post-war periods, 

new," said Ghassan Khmih ? U ,! 11 £? y, ? in j ! su, 1 ) l x,rUn « Iraq and the PsIsC ^* war which the United States and its 
fairs professor and a lead ini. nS!??™ a r § a ! <m . ros|K)I 1 lded by saying flap^buon launched against Iraq provides a 
new Palestinian pSlitical ihfcBS 1 ^? 1 ^ 


p _? a ®. *!*“ auention thrown up any new 
Palestinian ideas? Not yci, y 

hnM° f *? eas 3,6 he’ n S thrown around 
buL last week was Baker's week. Nobody 

new , ' ! Sddrh U an< L?°? k out anything 
new, said Ghassan Khanb, a cultural u- 



new Palestinian noliiirni tiVr^f 1 ir nl , 01 , * mu a US-Pulcstinian opportunity for Iraq in particular, 

boycoucd tKSv wh YC '- hc . 1 I ,kln * hcre in Mf 1 , ^ ^ world in * ene ™‘. » re- 
of Slate James Baker L ■ lhfrc !-nkage. "Bakeraii*flu>p, re-assess and re-organize the ex- 

ion, Palestinians wpw.if.mU? 0, ,H ,u V >p,n ’ on « nf l,,e K rau P said- Arab order as whole. In this context. 


ion, Palestinians werejum^^^^' 

SSTV?? indccc ni hastefoimlidciinM 
US wi q had J K S| devastated and the 
US had not changed iLs nnti-PLO sHnce 
or m rcjecuon of a Palestinian state 

mm 

my have compelled ihe ffisMnimHi Il!! 

SSS““sHs 

S'MK-sajsa 

hardly path-b^khlg! ^ 0 " d frank ' hut 

fiS m Sia by w^ a S^ bu 1 ? ha - rif 10 “■ 

aothing new a E W ve?S ro d M a 9 


One member of the gro^ 
siwnse to Baker's commcnu 
that whlllnvi'r fjvlin 




that whatever feelings the 11 
against the PLO leader should 
its readiness to recognize 
lilical rights. Quoting I 
who had said America's m 
.Sadilam Hussein, nut with Ik 
plo, the delegate said the sw 
Miould apply tu the Pa 
However, none of the p. 
the siaiemcni to mean that 
were willing to sec Arafat 
Ilic group also asscr 
Prime Minister Shamir ted 
Baker's own jicace 
bringing dtiwn the 

Baker nodded dial di< 
ran observers said. 

Tire Palestinians re 
mcnis made by Prosit 
their arguments, sue! 
from genuine peace" 
not be rewarded." 

Baker said that Pa 
work for peace, but it 
sponded to the charg< 

Israel were equally gi 
One member of the 
rad started the Six E 
there* 


he should not analyze the war in terms of 
lilary successes or defeats. But we need 
draw conclusions from it. It has been 
d that it takes a great war to produce an 
yen greater nation. We hope that Iraq and 
ther Arab countries will prove the Lruth 
f.this saying. 

The Arab League was born weak since 
Was founded under the auspices of colo¬ 
ring powers. Its charter contributed 
tore to divisiveness rather than to unity. 

I WPC nmknkln iU A O-.ir_• ■_« V 


terns and institutions. Arab investments 
fell far short of contributing to Arab ad¬ 
vancement, and led to widening the gap 
between rich and poor resulting in bitter¬ 
ness among the poor. 

The New Arab Order needs to establish 
an Arab development fund financed by pe- 
lro-dollars from rich Arab countries, so as 
to support the poor majority. There is a 
dire need to implement development pro¬ 
jects across the Arab world so as to epito¬ 
mize on particular skills, natural resources 
or human capabilities that characterize 
each country, and control each investment. 
It is ludicrous that the great majority of 
Arabs entertained ascetical repercussions 
whilst Arab money was deposited in the 
industrialized West. 


miuii w unity, lIluUSLfInll/AXi YYSSI 

SlhKtt. < l U l C ! :isiswhi ? hdca J‘ Saddnm Hussein 'highlighted die lnjus- 

“‘ h rf e A ab L ? guc - \ nSY ‘- lice '"nicted upon people in this supposed- 
«or rebmhneeds to conform with the ly Free WorlcTHe refused the sialus quo 


against Israel's intransigence and contin¬ 
ued occupation of Palestinian and Arab 
land. Israel's illegal annexation of Jerusa¬ 
lem should be addressed and rejected 
forcefully. A strong Arab order will make 
sure that there can never be global silence 
to ignored Arab rights. Palestine is an in¬ 
tegral part of the Arab world as much as 
its people can and should contribute to 
this New Arab Order. 

Iraq has earned its claim to many victo¬ 
ries. It taught Arabs how to hold free 
against every evil that threatens their very 
existence. It destroyed the myth of Israel 
as an inviolable country, hence rendering 
its drummed up fallacy of "secure bor¬ 
ders" futile. Israel can only feci secure 
through accepting Palestinian rights in 


self-determination. Iraq put new meanings 
into defiance and steadfastness. It pro¬ 
duced a new breed of Arabs that fully re- 
J® c t foreign domination or interference. 
Saddam Hussein is in the heart of every 
Arab as he fought for justice and respect. 
He may have lost the war in the military 
sense, but he fought a most credible coali¬ 
tion of enemies. 

But Saddam won the peace as he pro¬ 
duced a new breed of Arabs with convic¬ 
tions to make an even beuer Arab world. 
The United States and its Western coali- 
uon cannot claim much victory by fight¬ 
ing a developing nation. Their statements 
of defeating "the fourth military power in 
the world" are absurd — Iraq was labelled 
as such, in order for the coalition's 
claimed victory to feel sweeter and appear 
more congruous. 

Last but not least, the new order has to 
provide the foundation for democracy and 
its application in the Arab world. This is 
the biggest, probably most serious chal¬ 
lenge of all. People have to be represented 
as much as authority is recognized for the 
benefit of the nation as a whole. By cen¬ 
tering power with the elite, social and 
technological advancement is curtailed. 
To epitomize on benefits from any socie¬ 
ty, all members in that society should per¬ 
form their role within their utmost capa¬ 
bility. This performance is the biggest 
source of strength for every country in the 
new order. Jordan is a model country in 
the process and its democracy can be its 
pilot scheme. Democratic rule is the vital 
artery for improving the Arab body. 

It seems ironic to quote RobcrL F. Ken¬ 
nedy in this context so as to drive our 
message home: 

"Some men see things as they are 

and say why? 

1 dream things that never were 

and say why not?" ■ 
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b nfionte tE?SS"1k ¥ pi ^!, 1 ? ns .? f *0 the Arabs more aware of their problems 

s formed^ rh Ari ? bs in i h,s cri " and P° in ted to discrepancies that need so- 

s iormea the cornerstone for such a new lutions. 

‘in^mcrvemfn^i^ &!£k dc r ? ance f 9f" Wc live in a global village where many 
iDasittenT ^ rab affairs and the countries share interests and drive bene- 

SwStemSl 1 !! ^S^cnts that fits. It is also a world where the big and 
1 estem interests. The Arab coalmon powerful control the destiny of the small 

estem dowpt ^ 6 lTi?, S,ded . W ^to !he and weak. The proposed new order can 
ury COf !l m,lted ®J ve deal with the world's big powers on equal 

m arMn footing. No one Arab country, no matter 

ilrations W,lh heir P^Ple s how vast its resources are, can claim a 

~e New Arnh^rw?" A c self-chosen destiny in this global environ- 

_Order needs to focus on menL But the whole Arab world in its uni¬ 
ty can. It can deal with nations on shared 
interests and benefits. The Gulf War con¬ 
firmed the asininity of the reliance on the 


unity, through co-operation and 
interests, rather than pure geo- 
Ostensible gains need to 
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Analysing the culture of the 
hamburger and jeans 

Continued from page 8 

«»DW¥ • be contends that the paradigm of over-organization and perception in Ihe 
in u tad a is a non-organic integration. Western models are either atomistic, or organic. 
For instance, a human being is an organism where the parts cannot be separated. An or¬ 
ganism is thus a closed system; whereas dead matter, such as a machine, can function 
without a certain part. The Intifada is a mixture of both the organic and non-organic, its 
level of cohesiveness is not as loose as that of the atom- * 

ic, and not as tight as that of the organic, If is a 
coherence with holes in iL With this loose 
coherence in the Intifada, many of the 
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may be one of the reasons for insisting 
upon destroying Iraq’s infrastructure and 
industries by Western "new-found" coloni¬ 
alists. . 

The plight of the Palestinians will have 
to be addressed. The New Arab Order 
needs to record the vehement reaction by 
the international community to Iraq’s drive 
into Kuwait, and demand similar reaction 




bushes, 1 * encourages the optimistic professor. 

Finally, El Messiri believes that the new international order has ioid a lie. It has 
promised justice, the distribution of wealth, and freedom of Palestine. It will take a few 
months for this lie to be obvious to all, The dialectics of history are catching up, and 
anti-history is receding.-One cannpr cheat people all the time," Arab masses are how in 
a dazed state; either defeated with a sense of disillusionment like some of the Palestini¬ 
ans and;Jordanians,! Or they may be in a : siate of expectation for. "the international 
world-of-goods to come." " we haye to wail with our ideology and our organizations. 
Time will cure both groiipsi of their sorrows and illusions." ■ , .. 
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By Hind-Lara Mango 
Special (□ The Star 

AFTER LIVING in Lhe West Tor 
some time, many people find 
themselves unconsciously adopt¬ 
ing Wcslcm mannerisms and 
gradually leaving behind their 
cultural values. Others, however, 
are affected by the West in a to¬ 
tally opposite way; rather than 
converting to the Western way of 
life — from the way they think 
and talk to the way they dress 
and walk— they slick to their 
roots while observing Western 
culture from a distance without 
really becoming a part of it. 

One such person is Egyptian 
professor of English and Ameri¬ 
can comparative literature Abdel- 
wahab M. El Mcssiri, who had 
lived in the United States as a 
doctoral student. In his disserta¬ 
tion entitled "Wordsworth and 
Wait Whitman, A Study in the 
I Historical and Anti-Historical 
Imagination," El Mcssiri epito¬ 
mizes his analysis of the unique 
American way of life. El Mcssi¬ 
ri s scholarly conclusion: "Ameri¬ 
can culture is anti-historic." It is a 
^culture that meditates against 
complexity in all of its manifesta¬ 
tions, from hamburger and to 
blue jeans. 

"It (the United Stales) is all 
highly reductive like its one di¬ 
mensional products. The Ameri¬ 
can people arc very nice and easy 
to get along with, and that is pre¬ 
cisely the problem. FYom this ex¬ 
istentialist experience, I started 
developing a paradigm or model 
of analysis," the author and polii- 
“<! social, scientist explains. 
With this idea in mind, El Messi- 
" dls scrtat!on argued that even 
though both poets are Romantics, j 
BnUfihness" of Wordsworth 1 
and the Amencaness" of Whit- 1 
man are determining factors In £ 
*he type of poetry they write 
Their attitudes towards different * 

manifestations of human exis- s 

tence are evident In subjects var- c 
ymg from sex to death. In other a 
words, El Messiri - - - 




An Arab scholar on 
the culture of the 


hamburger 
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and the Amencaness" of Whit- Md Pannes have gradually be- 
man are determining factors In come English. y 

Thei??rH.i 0 H write. After he had cast off compiete- 

mSftSSl" r W ^ ds difFcrenl y e & osl of West, El Mes- 
manifestauons of human exis- Slri wro[ e a book on American 

tence are evident In subjects var- culture entitled "The Earthly Par- 

SffiJE ^fioed that negation of complexity, stud- 

IvwESJ ho T lose * uali ty is real- cultural artifacts, such as the 

ly something latent in the pleas- hamburger and Lhe jeans 

1ri m ono- ■ was another theme explored and 
Smtf 0naIi ! y * 8 .mil Of the relationship between tfte hSn 

™ S i slik °* « He ■wrtSMSS 

wfiJlif approach to sex. Passed a moral judgment when 
itself TdUmi f Cent/ed ^cribing. Only in analyzing In 

: SSi 0U,si 1 de il ‘ S C doKfjSfc 

c&iert and , Messin indi- * s targeted towards the Imsn^e 
P- 0 ? 15 by p . Iea5u £ e orientation to the exclu- 
sertion nf w . ll h an as- 8,011 of all other values. El Mes- 

declaratlw!^ ^ homosexilal ^fam °f Uving in "the 

himself iSg JL^ iri ? ound V orientatiom -’ifiS 

gy" in* i^k a , Mb** • • 8 based on both pleasure and 

safef§s ‘§§?$35 
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that he liddiff S SS P ° Sed - to d0? 7110 essence of mi- 
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English way, and that his values Lhe^nirtnt ls f not . ^ hci ! y° u love 
and priorities have gradually be- also f ° r h LX m s ues * but 

come English. y w ™ for h « ^ces. Tliis is an as- 

After he had cast off comnlei? ° f the 1 _ hufnan condition 

ly the ghost of the West, El Mes- C S np,cx *" de “ 

siri wrote a book on Amorifa*. , arc f ™ Mcssiri. He says that 
culture entitled "The Earihh Pnr !°X e J s nQt lbe basis for marriage 


El Messiri: Teddy bears are 
symbols of Western imperial¬ 
ism 

because he wanted to have n fair 
price for his oil," the professor 
explains. 

Saddnm also challenged the 
universal order imposed by the 
United States. The very nature of 
this order is machinc-liko and 
therefore it has to be global, HI 
Mcssiri says. With the globaliwi- 
non or Uie economy everything 
had to be imcgralcd in one sys¬ 
tem of values. "Wc all have to 
wear quosi-Wcslem dress and cut 
hamburgers." In other words, 
anyone who insists on his xpeci- 
icuy is dangerous and has to tv 
ht|wy him is why, snys Jil 

SIS ?JL dl ° ncw international 
o nler do es ikm mind Islmn, if ti is 


such as socioioBy. 
jmo statistical ill- 
tooomm wiuT^^a 

s w, y «f the wanaWHlSll! I|| f A 

Phenomenon opci^B ^IvljUi 11;/ 
why the major SB W™ ^ 

enees on my stu£!jP _ 
have been literan JB 

lKK-is, he explain pKH'TT : T1 T 
,,( . )r some lime, ifc.'HjI i Mi/i | H 

r 

c«cd Hint all reprS . ■ V* 

Arab world, spe^; ^ 

amount of time i Q W_ 

Arab image. Ofu^Jr " 

wrs "days on end wu'. Her Majesty Queen Noor in¬ 
hausted in trying uJgurated on Saturday 16 March 
people that Paii^i Zai project for rabbit- 
did not sell ibcir hMi^dhig. 

they were terrorizedAccompanied by her Royal 
tine, i found this soaf^Bhness Princess Alia A1 Faisal, 
that it was silly to ca^ucen Noor toured the different 
ducing dates of motions of the project, including 
fool knows that a kJC mother-rabbitss'hall, weaning, 
deserts his land." [c slaughter house, and finally 
El Messiri also prf wrapping and packing sec- 
rics of children saisPOS* 

will be published du^Mrs Salwa A1 Masri, director 
focal pomt here is tS ^c Women and Development 
his two children, ibl^gramnic, and MrsjaNadra A1 
explains that the diJ^ harl * *** technical supervis- 
camcl look place ikfr briefed her Majesty on the 
looking for a teddy laP 8 and feasibility of the pro- 
tlnughter. It occurred sfe 

dial this toy, that tafe 1 ™ 1 opening ceremony was at- 
hugs in her sleep om| nded JV ftp Minister of Agricul- 
renlly a symbol of Wear?- Mr Mohammad A1 Alaw- 
rialism. So, he wnio ft* “!* M™ LaiIa Sharaf . 
improvised tho Jlory am Mufti, AI Balqa gov- 
with his children rf or ! ? ,e 281 District Director, 
part in the action, ftsa ? chairperson of the Jordanian 
says, has quasl-huMiff? men s Gener81 Umon. The cer- 
expressing patience, was attended also by offi- 
other characteristics f”i m the J 001- AI Hussein 
lieves are very imptuair^, on * studen,s profes- 
siillpit inm rhtlHrmW s from *e University of Jor- 
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Mr Waleed Abdel Hadi, Pri- 


thing h, the. Arab 


. was another theme explored, and ai So d ih e a t i imp ■ Stic formu,a 

the relationship between the two nie to the sim- 

sexes He stressed that he never dtaMf 1 thc ^ ono ' 
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man could do that. In Qur’an 
c k s .?' ed by accepting to 
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Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint- 
• ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send 
a photo...we will run it 
free of charge in The 
Star’s People and Events 
page. 
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Hotel Plaza Celebrates its fifth anniversary 

The Plaza Hotel held a reception last Thursday to mark thc begin¬ 
ning of its fifth year In operation. Hotel Plaza was inaugurated by 
HIs Majesty King Hussefn on January 1st 1987. On this occasion, 
the management, in the person of the general manager Mr Louis 
Caviezel, invited a number of guests representing various minis¬ 
tries,the private sector, members of the various diplomatic mis¬ 
sions in Jordan, members of international and local correspon¬ 
dents and other guests from various walks of life. 


• The University of Jordan's 
Recreation Department has been 

S uite active in extending aid to 
aq. A large number of students 
from different faculties at the uni¬ 
versity, have formed a committee, 
which has come up with new and 
original ways of fund-raising for 
Iraq. For one thing, a basketball 
match was set up where the entry 
lickcL was one kilo of powder- 
milk. "We managed to raise JD 
700 including 167 bags of milk," 
said committee member Hanan 
Abu Hamour, Another such tour¬ 
nament took place last week, on 
Tuesday. This lime for the collec¬ 
tion of bottled water. Thc volley 
ball game between the university 
team and the Hussein Club raised 
900 bottles of water. Breakfast 
was also made available for uni¬ 
versity students, by volunteers 
gathering money for Iraq. Facul¬ 
ties were assigned certain days in 
the week, in which they brought 
food to sell to students. Accord¬ 
ing to Mohammad Jarrar, phys¬ 
ical education supervisor, approx¬ 
imately JD 35 was incurred daily. 
He also addpd that tickets are be¬ 
ing sold at a minimum of 250 fils, 
as well as postcards. The latter is 
a 500 fils card on which students 
write messages to the people of 


What's oit at the 
Plaza In 
Ramadan 

• the most spectacular Rama- 
dan souk in town will be present¬ 
ed in, an Arabesque style this 
year at the Plaza. 

This year's theme is 
the revival of the tradi¬ 
tional and famous 
souk Style, which is 
bound to lift ybur Spir¬ 
its during Ramadan. 

, In a totally different 
style!:; from . previous : 
years, Plazi’s Ramadan Souk 
wilt' domaineverything. From 
traditional, dishes to in exhibi¬ 
tion of goods for every, one. 

. The iftar in its Variation will be 
prepared on ihd spot and present- 


Iraq, "and some are even ad¬ 
dressed to president Saddam 
Hussein,” said Jarrar. He in¬ 
formed that all professors and la¬ 
bourers at the university are going 
to give one-day's-worth of their 
monthly salary for Iraq for the 
coming three months. 

"A total of JD 10,000 has been 
donated from university students 
to the Arab Health Committee, so 
as to buy the necessary medicine 
for Iraq, 1 said Hamour. She also 
said that, as for Ramadan, an Iftar 
will be organized for die parents 
of students who will also share in 
bringing the food and donating 
money for Iraq."It is hoped that 
during the Eld , students will host 
150 Iraqi children whose parents 
were killed in the war. For this 
event, presents will be collected 
for the children, 1 said Janrar. All 
in all, students at the University 
of Jordan have , gathered the sum 
of JD 4,300. And a special ac¬ 
count has been opened for Iraq, 

• British ambassador to Jordan 
Mr Anthony Reeve will be leav¬ 
ing Amman shortly at the end of 
his assignment The Foreign Min¬ 
istry has accepted the nomination 
of a new British envoy to Jordan 
by the British Foreign Ministry. ' 


ed to our guests in slyle, to suit 
every taste. 

As you enter the Plaza, the 
lobby will welcome its guests 
with a variety of.stations of 
sweet and sour, hot and cold 
dishes, and all types of Ramadan. 
dishes you can think of. . . 

The food will be prepared in 
front of the guest: Knafa, Ka- 
tayef, Tamriya, the Zalabia 
: and Awameh. ; 

Traditional : bubbly-; 
bubbly • fargileh) wul' 
damped the heart after 
..you have enjoyed our tas¬ 
ty dishes and variety of' - 
; drinks. 

1 Formusld lovera.you canen- 
joy Ramadan evenings with Ara¬ 
bic songs and music every night 
at AI Rawak. 

Sahour is not at aU forgotten at 
the Plaza. So come and join us. i; 
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Ramadan days 


THE FASTING month of Ramadan is always a mixture of physi¬ 
cal and spiritual experience. But in addition to this, it is a month of 
special traditions in contrast with the 11 other months of the year. 
In the old days, back In Lhe forties and fifties, Ramadan was a 
unique month in terms of the long and detailed preparations each 
family had to take few days before the advent of the holy month. 
My mother would start stocking on Ramadan essentials like dried 
fruits, such as apricot preserve or what wc call kamarulddin; nuts 
especially hazel nuts and almonds to be used in making Ramadan 
sweets and drinks; sweet feta cheese for kalayef and other "exotic” 
ingredients. 

1 remember the quiet nights when my mother and sister would 
sit for hours grinding and diluting the dried apricot preserve before 
making it into a drink. Before the evening prayer, my mother 
would pour the orange-like drink into glasses and neatly arrange 
them on thc table. 

In those days we still had the Ramadan cannon, fired twice eve¬ 
ry day; one at breakfast time in die evening and the second at fast¬ 
ing time at dawn. My uncle was a volunteer musaharali and took 
pnde in his one-month-long vocation as the person who woke peo¬ 
ple up in the late hours of the night to eat sahoor before the fasting 
cannon is fired. 

We lived In the old quarter of Jerusalem then. My fondest mem¬ 
ories are of those long evenings after breakfast when I would ac¬ 
company my father and two brothers to the Aqsa Mosque for fa- 
raweeh prayers that would last for hours. The reverberation of the 
Quran recital still echoes in my mind. The still alleys of the old 
city where shadows hurried here and there is one image of Jerusa¬ 
lem’s Ramadan which I will never forget. 

My father would settle in early every night after we return from 
the mosque. He would read some Quran until about 11 before mid¬ 
night. Shortly before that my brothers would smuggle themselves 
out of the house to the nearby coffee shop to hear the hakawali. 
The storyteller would recite traditional fables about lire great night, 
Antara, and his beloved Abla and about mythical heroes and horri¬ 
ble monsters. People responded and got involved as the old man 
sat on the stage and went on aboul his tale. I, as a young boy, 
would follow my brothers and take cover In one dark comer and 
listen to the stories while admiring the fantastic images before me; 
men with fezes on their heads playing cards and smoking the nar- 
jeeleh, others, obviously from the countryside and wearing thick 
headdresses, would drink tea and follow up the hakawatl’s tale. 

Today’s Ramadan has little to do with those golden days. Televi¬ 
sion has made the long hours of the day, shorter and predictable. 
The days of the homemade katayef and other sweets, the family 
circle, the traditional coffee shop are almost all gone. I don’t regret 
that very much because I lived the old days ami cherish them in 
my mind. I only pity my children for whom Ramadan is TV quiz¬ 
zes and fizzy drinks to break your fast with. P 

Ahmad Madi 
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Th« First Class Hotel In 
. Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every : 
room...! i 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O, Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 OAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatrlates and 
Businessmen • 


Granada Hotel 

. ' i'.' 

Aiijigo NabU Restaurant 

Welcome you to a pleas¬ 
ant stay and sumptuous 
European & Oriental 

v;y;;k';meals., ;' 
Locate^ tq a Jet 
: tralar&v ; V\ 

• 1 st 

Tel4»03l *622617 


Friendly Atmosphere Kfl 

mRihab ■ 

restaurant 

at the newly opened . 

offers an extensive 
menu in traditional fc. 
modem cuisine 

try rrNOW . • : ’v 
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The first* bsst 
Chines* Restaurant 
In Jordan 

IslCifdo, Jabai Amman, near 
’ A/)Hyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 ■ 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMME way.that action 

SATURDAY Stemming from 

8:30 — No inh for D „ ?° ral grounds 
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labor 

23 Disentangle 
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39 Cooking 
vessel 

40 Temperamen¬ 
tal 

41 Clan emblem 

42 Plea 

44 Pieces of 
lumber 

45 Bohemian 

46 Certain ray 

47 Forward 

50 Study hard 

51 Fireplace 
Item 

54 Hint 

57 Variety of 
bean 

58 Trim off 

59 Draft 
animal 
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rule 

4 Unity 


5 Rudder 
lever 
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7 Rodent 

8 Large dear 

9 Cereal 
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11 Scent 
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potatoes 
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quantities 
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25 Like Swiss 
cheese 

26 TV award 

27 Form 

28 Hawkeye 
resident 

29 Caramel, 
for one 

30 Nonaligned 
state 

31 Made docile 

32 Parts of 
plants 

34 Plunder 


37 Protective 
layer 

38 Light 
frothy mass 

40 Blend 
gradually 

41 Large book 

43 Hockey 
player 

44 Prohibited 

46 Honking 
bird 

47 Egyptian 
snakes 

48 Hawaiian 
feast 

49 Hideous 
giant 

50 Robin, e.g. 

52 Augury 

53 Courageous 

55 That woman 

56 Coal weight 

57 Movable 
cover 
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By Ghassan Ghanem 
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West was Bustors, the Lebanese international, 
North and South were lwo of the USA champions 
whom, nobody may deny their high abilities in 
the game 

The writer went on telling the story: 

"Bustros innocent bid of two clubs produced 
astonishing results." 

"South, thought that North came up with some 
space-age cue bid asking her to choose between 
diamond and spades at the six level!" 

"Everyone enjoys it when the underdog scores 
an unexpected triumph." 

While Bustros is cashing his Ace, King and 
Queen of spades, and scoring a deserved positive 
score, let us go back to the writer comments. 

The two clubs bid was not an innocent bid. It is 
a very well engineered psyche to disturb the op¬ 
ponent communications, and it certainly did. 

Where come from the meaning of the six clubs 
bid? ' 

And why did hot North, with his spade void, 
bid seven clubs over West'? double of six no- ' 
trumps? 

And why did north open ope diamond not one 
club since It is the longer suit?, 

The hand came oh during the open pairs of the 
1966. World Olympiad. ; 1 

Sixtfeen yeafs lgtef, in 1982j during the World 
Olympiad held in Vulkenberg Netherland, the 
"underdog" Lebanese team, beat tiro .USA team 
which consisted mostly of the'best Dallas Aces^. 
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THE STAR 11 


By GARY LARSON 


"Oh, man! You must be looking for 'Apartment 3-G, 
'Mary Worth' or one of those other 'serious* 
cartoons." 




A trivia', ft Vp, 
Strait, )4CA.- 


“Uh-qh, Lenny... It's the sllmelord." 






































































